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view. Two years ago I .noticed a French translation of it
in a show window of a Parisian book shop. I was getting
ready to write another thesis, on an astronomical subject,
but I fell in love with an actress and lost all desire to
compose dissertations.
During my University years I had but little time for
politics. Generally speaking, I remained faithful to the
principles of monarchism and the dogmas of Christianity,
which my upbringing had impressed upon me. In this
respect I stood apart from the general student body, which
in those years was swayed by extreme political ideas and
the philosophy of atheistic materialism. Nevertheless, ray
seriousness and learning commanded the respect of rny
comrades. In spite of my extreme monarchistic sympathies,
I was, in fact, elected to the board which was in charge of
the Students' Fund. This innocent savings-fund was subse-
quently closed down as a dangerous institution and the-
members of the board including myself were brought to
trial. An indictment was drawn up by Attorney^General
Orlov, which threatened us with exile to Siberia. We were
saved by the aristocratic so-called English Club!
This is what happened: Orlov applied for membership
in that club, but was voted down. The Minister inquired .
why that happened. He was told that the members of the
club objected to the preposterous indictment Orlov had
drawn up against the students. As a result, instead of
being exiled to some distant corner in Siberia, we were each
fined twenty-five rubles by a Justice of the Peace.
The faculty of the University of Odessa included men
like Mechnikov and Sechenov in biology who later achieved
world-wide fame, but the teaching staff of the mathematical
department did not shine. We had only one professor who
possessed the rare gift of mathematical thought in its purest
mi highest form, but he was a heavy drinker. Neverthe-
less, in spite of his handicap, he exerted a great influence on